
  
  

  

*Data are based on official information reported by the Liberian health ministry up to 17 
November 2014. These numbers are subject to change due to on-going reclassification, 
retrospective investigation and availability of laboratory results. 

 
Highlights 

    
 According to the latest Ministry of Health and Social Welfare (MoHSW) Ebola Virus 

Disease (EVD) report, dated 17 November 2014, the cumulative total of suspected, 
probable and confirmed cases of EVD in Liberia rose to 7,082. Nationally, between 
10 and 20 laboratory-confirmed cases are being reported each day, which is a 
notable decline from the growth rate reported a week ago. 

     Liberia Institute of Statistics and Geo-Information Services estimates that 2,038,583 
children are affected by EVD in Liberia. Of these, 599,913 children are under 5 years 
of age. 

     Since the beginning of the outbreak, UNICEF has procured over USD 13 million 
worth of supplies to aid the Ebola response in Liberia. As part of this, UNICEF has 
airlifted 1,104 metric tons of emergency aid, including essential protective gear, 
tents, diarrheal kits, emergency health kits, and sanitation supplies such as chlorine.  

  An additional 300 young people have registered for U-report, a new tool UNICEF is 
using for community engagement, bringing the total number of U-reporters across 
Liberia to 550+. A large portion of these new users were engaged in Lofa county, 
where a UNICEF team traveled last week for mobilization of youth associations as 
youth mobilizers. In the first national poll focusing on Ebola Awareness, 69 percent 
of youth said that ‘no school’ was the thing that bothered them most about Ebola. 
When asked about the Ebola level in their community, 78 percent of respondents 
said that they thought the level had gone down. This finding is worrisome given that 
EVD continues to affect all parts of the country and highlights the need for 
continued engagement with communities on preventing transmission.  Poll results 
are available live at: https://liberia.ureport.in/ 

 In response to the outbreak (27 confirmed cases) in Taylor-Town in Bomi county, 
UNICEF joined partners in organizing social mobilizers to support active case finding 
in the quarantined town, who went door to door to all 137 households, providing 
prevention messaging and asking residents if anyone was sick in the home.  Houses 
with sick members were marked so that the county health team in the town could 
rapidly follow up and identify contacts. The social mobilizers also provided 
messaging on hygiene promotion and rapidly reporting and isolating sick family 
members while waiting for an ambulance to arrive in the villages surrounding 
Taylor-Town. Many of these villages were difficult to reach and reported that the 
teams were the first to visit their village to provide information on Ebola. 

 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 

Ebola statistics as of 17 November 
2014*: 
 

7,082 cases, including:  
2,669 confirmed 
1,750 probable 
2,663 suspected 
 
2,836 total deaths 
 
341 cases and 170 deaths among 
health care workers 
 
Counties of highest incidence: 

Montserrado: 3,879 
Margibi: 1,219 
Lofa: 641 
Nimba: 327 
Bong: 308 

 
UNICEF revised funding needs for 
the next six months:  
USD 85.8 million  
 
Funding gap:  
USD 52.2 million  
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Situation Overview 
According to WHO, case incidence has stabilized over the past 4 weeks, after declining from mid-September until 
mid- October 2014. Nationally, on average, between 10 and 20 laboratory-confirmed cases are being reported each 
day.  

The number of new cases remains highest in Montserrado county, while Lofa county, in the north of the country on 
the border with Guinea, reported no cases for the third consecutive week. 

Liberia has set a national goal of having no new cases of Ebola by 25 December 2014, President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf 

said in a radio address on Sunday, in a further sign that authorities believe they are getting on top of the virus. 

President Sirleaf named Mr. George Werner as health minister, a key position given the epidemic, to replace Mr. 

Walter Gwenigale. 

 

A comprehensive 90-day plan has been implemented to control and reverse the EVD outbreak. Among the plan’s key 

objectives is to have the capacity to isolate at least 70% of EVD cases and bury at least 70% of patients who die from 

EVD in a safe and dignified manner by 1 December 2014 (the 60-day target). The ultimate goal is to have capacity to 

isolate 100% of EVD cases and safely bury 100% of patients who die from EVD by 1 January 2015 (the 90-day target). 

 

Health and Nutrition 
 UNICEF has formed a new partnership with International Rescue Committee to expand the coverage of essential 

health services to 59 health facilities (four hospitals, three health centres and 52 health clinics) in Lofa county 
serving 313,000 people, of which 53,000 are under five years of age and 14,500 are pregnant women. The 
provision of life-saving medical supplies will be a key component. 

 As part of UNICEF’s support to the setup of Ebola Treatment Units (ETU) and Community Care Centres (CCC) across 
Liberia, 43,011 kilos of chlorine has been released to health authorities to date. 

 As part of UNICEF’s overall Ebola response, a total of 27,759 household protection kits have been released as of 
last week. The latest batch of kits, which contains protective gear and sanitation supplies, will be used in 61 CCCs 
across all 15 counties and a smaller part will be used by vaccinators as part of the revitalisation of essential 
immunization process in health facilities and outreach locations. 

 New (partial) data indicates that 252 children suffering from severe acute malnutrition were admitted in UNICEF-
supported Integrated Management of Acute Malnutrition (IMAM) outpatient treatment sites across nine counties 
(Bomi, Gbarpolu, Grand Bassa, Grand Gedeh, Grand Kru, Lofa, Margibi, Montserrado, and Rivercess). In addition, 
14 children suffering from severe acute malnutrition - specifically with medical complications – were admitted in 
UNICEF-supported inpatient IMAM treatment sites in these nine counties. Of the 266 children admitted in the 
IMAM sites in nine counties, 98 per cent were reported cured, one per cent defaulted and two per cent died. 

 Last week, UNICEF distributed sufficient supplies to meet the nutrition needs of patients in a 20-bed CCC in Bomi 
county for one month. In addition, UNICEF supported the training of Bomi county’s Nutrition Supervisor on 
nutrition-related Ebola response in the CCCs and infant and young child feeding support to infants aged under one 
year in foster care and kinship care. 

 
WASH 
 UNICEF released hygiene kits containing personal hygiene items such as soap and bleach to benefit an additional 

3,000 households in Lofa county this week, bringing the number of kits released to four counties since the 
beginning of the outbreak to more than 30,000. The correct utilization of these kits through hand washing as a key 
pillar to fight hand-to-hand transmission – and improving water treatment and storage - prevents diarrhea, fever 
and vomiting, thereby helping to reduce the suspected Ebola caseload count. This is because Ebola has nonspecific 
symptoms, particularly early in the course, which can cause EVD to be confused with other more common 
infectious diseases such as malaria, typhoid fever, cholera and other bacterial infections. 

 Supported by UNICEF, hygiene promotion (awareness raising and community mobilization) efforts through 
community meetings and door-to-door visits reached 31,032 people in Grand Kru, Montserrado, Maryland, Nimba 
and Grand Gedeh counties with Ebola-prevention and home protection messages this week. 

 With support from UNICEF, new latrines for staff and family members of patients were constructed at Monrovia’s 
Island Clinic ETU. In addition, 34,000 gallons of water was trucked to the Ministry of Defence (MoD) ETU in 



Monrovia to address its urgent water needs. As part of the same effort, UNICEF provided safe drinking water for 
patients and health workers in three ETUs in Monrovia, namely Island Clinic, MoD and Unity Conference Center. 

 With funds received from USAID/OFDA, UNICEF is working with partners to establish water supply and sanitation 
facilities in 65 CCCs across the country. The rehabilitation and construction of the water supply systems and 
sanitation facilities at the CCC sites in Jene Wonde, Grand Cape Mount and Gbarnga, Bong are underway. 

 

Communication for Development (C4D)  

 Last week, 13,441 households across 15 counties were reached through door-to-door visits and 40,665 community 
members and 503 traditional leaders were reached during group discussions on prevention and protection 
practices in an effort to address high transmission behaviours. 

 UNICEF developed an online performance reporting system to monitor social mobilization efforts on the ground. 
County Mobilisation Coordinators from all 15 counties were trained on data entry and analysis. Currently in the 
testing phase, this system will allow rapid consolidation, analysis of real-time data and generation of reports that 
can be disaggregated by county and district. 

 1000 posters showing Ebola signs and symptoms, 1000 posters on household protection and 500 prevention 
stickers were distributed to county coordinators for water, sanitation and hygiene. 

 

Child Protection 

 With support from UNICEF, two child protection focal points were employed in ELWA-2 and Island Clinic ETUs, an 
additional nine in the Kerlekula Interim Care Center and three in Hawa Massaquoi Transit Centre meant for 
children who survived Ebola but have no known relative to return to after being treated – in an effort to maintain 
a link with their families. 

 As of this week, 32 children (17 boys, 15 girls) have been placed in the ICC, which is meant for children needing 
observation for a period of 21 days. Of these, 11 children concluded their 21-day stay, of whom ten were reunified 
with a biological relative or placed in foster care; one is receiving treatment at the Island Clinic ETU after showing 
symptoms of Ebola; four died in an ETU while thirteen are currently under observation at the center. UNICEF also 
distributed recreation kits and supplies for preventing infection, including masks and gloves. 

 5000 community members in Bomi, Lofa and Monstserrado counties were trained on Ebola prevention, 
community surveillance and early reporting of suspected EVD cases – focusing on children. 

 

Education 
 With the activation of the Education Cluster imminent in Liberia, UNICEF is hiring a Cluster Coordinator for 

immediate deployment. 

 The Ministry of Education’s joint education sector emergency assessment technical working group, including 

UNICEF and key partners, reviewed assessment tools designed to gauge the current sector-wide impact of the 

Ebola crisis. UNICEF’s essential conditions to promote safe school environments are being incorporated into the 

assessment tools. The joint assessment is expected to start in early December 2014. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Programme Results  



UNICEF is currently refining its programme results framework and indicators, while also developing methods and 

sources for data collection, monitoring and evaluation. Revised or additional indicators for all programmes will be 

developed and reported in future situation reports.  

 

UNICEF Results with partners 
16 September 2014 – 15 March 2015 

UNICEF 
TARGETS 

TOTAL UNICEF 
RESULTS 

Indicator Targets Results   (%) 

COMMUNICATION FOR DEVELOPMENT       

Population reached with daily Ebola prevention and care 
messages through radio 

 1,500,000  1,500,000  100% 

Households reached by social mobilization teams  250,000   112,297  45% 

Counties where social mobilization taskforces met in last 
week 

15 11 73% 

HEALTH       

Ebola Treatment Units and Community Care Centers 
equipped with medical supplies 

85 15 18% 

Health facilities equipped with essential commodities for 
maternal, new-born and child health care and infection 
prevention and control 

470 134 29% 

NUTRITION       

Children 6-59 months admitted for SAM treatment 4,000 325 8% 

WASH       

Ebola Treatment Units and Community Care Centers 
equipped with essential WASH facilities 

85 1 1% 

Non-Ebola health facilities in Ebola-affected areas equipped 
with hand washing station 

470  NA  NA 

Households equipped with hygiene kits in Ebola-affected 
areas 

150,000  15,579  10% 

Schools equipped with hand washing stations 4,400  NA  NA 

EDUCATION       

Reopened schools in Ebola-affected district equipped with a 
Ebola prevention package 

4,400  NA  NA 

Teachers trained on psychosocial support, Ebola 
prevention, and safe and protective learning environments 

15,000 5,666 38% 

CHILD PROTECTION       

Children provided with psychosocial support 5,000 1,539 31% 

Ebola-affected separated and unaccompanied children 
received appropriate care and support 

2,000 595 30% 

 

 

 

 

Media and External Communications 

Spokespersons for UNICEF have been featured in global print, radio, television and online news programming 
highlighting UNICEF’s role in the response, while field visits for international media crew have also been arranged. 



Samples of resulting coverage featuring interviews with Country Office spokespersons or profiling the Country 
Office’s work include: 

 Survivors support to Ebola response : http://www.irinnews.org/fr/report/100825/ebola-survivors-work-to-
improve-response (IRIN) 

 Ebola and the impact on schooling http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/11/13/ebola-girls-education-
liberia_n_6148272.html (Huffington Post) 

 An article on how cellphones are being used to provide information on Ebola 
https://news.vice.com/article/how-cell-phones-could-help-liberia-win-the-fight-against-ebola (Vice News) 

 Report on the use of technology in the Ebola response 

 http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2014/11/fighting-ebola-liberia-with-technology-
2014111584621373278.html (Al Jazeera) 

 Video profiling UNICEF’s work to install WASH systems in Ebola Treatment Units (Yahoo News) 
 

Funding 
The revised funding needs of the Ebola outbreak appeal until March 2015 is USD 85.8 million, 39 per cent of which has 
been funded. UNICEF has been able to respond to the Ebola outbreak in Liberia thanks to generous contributions from 
USAID/OFDA, World Bank, Japan, Sweden, Canada, Belgium, Republic of Korea, Switzerland, Germany, Gates 
Foundation, CERF, ECHO, Anadarko Petroleum, Dawnus UK, and the UNICEF national committees of USA, UK, Japan, 
Korea, and Hong Kong. 

 
Next SitRep: 26 November 2014 
 

UNICEF-Liberia Ebola Outbreak on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Liberia.Unicef 

UNICEF-Liberia Ebola Outbreak on Twitter: https://twitter.com/UNICEF_Liberia 

 

 

 
 

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Naqibullah Safi 
Emergency Coordinator 
UNICEF Liberia 
Cell : +231-770-26-7962 
Email: nsafi@unicef.org 
 
 

Aanchal Khurana 
Reports Specialist 
UNICEF Liberia 
Cell: +231-770-26-7956 
Email: akhurana@unicef.org 
 

Sheldon Yett 
Representative 
UNICEF Liberia 
Cell: +231-770-26-7100 
Email: syett@unicef.org 
 
 

Fazlul Haque 
Deputy Representative 
UNICEF Liberia 
Cell: +231-770-26-7400 
Email: fhaque@unicef.org 
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